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THE NETSPHERE 














So 
8 

8 
eo 
eae 
BE 





coi s ARE YOU 


SAY THAT. i "RELATED" 
TO THE 
beer | A PRESIDENT 
FOURTH- | | uk 
BATCH 





YOU'RE Z TIMING. THE 
CONNECTING f EXPERIMENT 
TO THE 1S Just 
NETSPHERE f J \ psout To 

2 \ 4 


BEGIN. 


THIS IS 


| EXACTLY WHY 
SYNTHETIC XACTLY Wh 


NeT 4 aN 
TERMINAL meses 


PROMOTION. 




















Tus 
STILL, IT ENTIRE 








I 
WAS ONLY 
ORDERED TO 
STOP BY THE 
COMMITTEE, 


SURE THE 

HE CAN PRESIDENT 

STOP ME “ALREADY 

ANYTIME Knows, 
HE 


WANTS. 


But 


Y THE SECOND 


WE REMOVED 
ITS PRESSURE 
RESISTANT 
PLATING, 
SOME SORT 
OF CHEMICAL 


REACTION 


STARTED. 


8 
you're 
GOING 
TO USE 
REALLY BE THAT? 
TELLING 
\ me THs? 


YOu GIVEN 
up ON 
PUNCTURING 
THE MEGA- 
STRUCTURE? 


























$0 
THAT'S THE: 
| NeTSPHERE 
















































































































































































so 
EVEN THAT 
EXPLOSION 
DION'T 
maKE A 
DENTIN 
THE MEGA 
STRUCTURE, 














Not muon | 
FURTHER, 


BuT LeT's 
CAMP HERE 
FOR TODAY. 














YOU'RE 
Healep, / 
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Ay 


























BEEEEEEP 
BIP BIP 
BEEEEP 


CAN YOU 
SLOW DOWN? 
you're 
SPEAKING 
OUTSIDE OF 
(OUR HEARING 
RANGE. 






















g = THE 
Fi SQ ADMINIS- 
WE HAVE , 
DOWNLOADED THIS 
REPRESENTATIVE 
ENTITY INTO THE 
BASE REALITY IN 
ORDER TO DELIVER 
A MESSAGE TO 
THE SEEKER 
NAMED KYRIL. 


















LOG.10:::eno 


Ly 
SERRA 


wy 








REDICT- 
aBLity fi 
CAUSED 
ay THE 

CCTION, 















HOWEVER, | WE KNOW 
NOT A SINGLE 2 : THAT YOU. 
ONE OF YOUR \ . HUMANS HAVE 
ENDEAVORED 

TO BREAK 

FREE OF 
2A OuR muTuAL 

\ ISOLATION. 


















7 Ay 
= {| ATTEMPTTO 

™>/ CONNECT TO THE 
a 7 NETSPHERE BY A 





HUMAN THAT DOES 
NOT POSSESS THE 
i NET TERMINAL 
5, GeNE WiLL 
ACTIVATE THE 
SAFEGUARDS. 





AUTONOMOUSLY 
IN EVERY PART 
OF THE 
NETSPHERE, 
EVEN we, AT 
THE CONTROL 
\\ LEVEL, CANNOT 


cue 
a. ai 











UNDERTAKING 
A SERIES OF 


COUNTER- 
MEASURES TO 
OBSTRUCT THE 

SPPEGUARDS 


CANNOT 
HOLD Out 















PHENOMENON AN j on CITY GROWS 
HAS GONE ON FOR ; AT RANDOM, 
SO LONG THAT WE en AND ONLY 

ARE NO LONGER : . =) KEEPS 
CAPABLE OF 


COMPLETELY 
GRASPING ITS SCALE. 





THE 
CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN THE e 
STRATA ARE LINSTABLE,| eo ; Laat ion 
WHICH HINDERS THE = at 
CONSTRUCTION OF a \ ae 
A THE NETSPHERE, Pray STRUCTIR 
WHICH ACCELERATES | | HA ILIA me 
\ THE CHAOS. a 1 ; 








0 
STOP THE 
GROWTH OF 
ao) THEQITY, IT 
yl IS ESSENTIAL 
TO FIND 
THE NET 


YOU STILL 
HAVEN'T 
FOUND 


THROUGH 
PROPER 
CHANNELS 





















BUT 
WE BELIEVE 
AND I THAT HUMANS 
WE BELIEVE WITH THE NET 
TERMINAL GENE 
THAT VOU Fit THAT WILL SAVE 
WILL FIND fh Lis ALL STILL 
THEM, EXIST SOme- 
WHERE IN 





THE CITY. 








we i 
ADVISE YOU TO : SAFEGUARDS g 
WWMREDIATELY Use THE | 
i mareRials FROM [ee 


THIS TOWER, 


A top AND caRRY fe 
ON wiTH YOUR 2 Pn THEY CAN 
FORWARD AS 
L 5 MANY COPIES 
AS IT TAKES. 







































































AND 
RIGHT Now, 
ELECTRIC 
IMPULSES 
CARRYING 
ENORMOLS 
AMOUNTS OF 
INCORMATION 
ARE BEING 
SENT TO THIS 
TOWER. 
IDON'T 
THINK THE 


THAVE 
IMPLANTS 
THAT CAN 
SENSE ALL 
KINDS OF 
ELECTRO- 

MAGNETIC 
ACTIVITY. 
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KNOW, KYRII. 

BUT IT ISN'T 
PART OF 
THECTY. B 


SOMETHING'S 
MOVING 
NEAR THE 
CENTER. 








WHAT'S 
moving Hi 
OVER THERE 
ISA 


SWARM OF 
BLILDERS. 





THAT CYLINDRICAL 
STRUCTURE 1S 


MADE FROM 
TOTALLY DIFFERENT| 
MATERIAL 
THAN THE 
ih, SURROUNDINGS. 
T'VE NEVER 
SEEN THAT 
BEFORE. 














tHey seem 
TO BE HUMAN, 
BUT THEYRE 
NOT MOVING... 
Tene NG. 
TRACE OF 
SENTIENT 


co — 


FROM THIS 

DIRECTION, T 
cant mane Out 
THE SHAPES OF 
ORENNSINS 
TOO MANY 
TO COUNT, 











PEOPLE HAD 
SOME VERY 
UNUSUAL 


PEOPLE 
WN THIS 
STRATUM, 








IT LOOKS 
4 \ LIKE THEIR 
ASEOR | \ || ANCESTORS 
THE NET DIVERGED 
ERMINAL FROM OURS A 
TN LONG TIME 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
HERE BUT 
MUTATED 


THEIR 
LANGUAGE MATRIX IS 
ESSENTIALLY THE SAME 
AS OURS. WE SHOULD 8E 
ABLE TO COMMUNICATE 
WITH THEM, 














YOU'RE 
ADMINIS 








FAILED TO 
PROTECT 
THIS 
SETTLEMENT. 






























































































































































































15 THERE 


ANYTHING 
THE HECK HURT BESIDES 
1S THIS? YOUR RIGHT 


THEY LIKELY 
INJECTED 
Him WITH 

NANOBOPIES. 


HAVE DIED 
INSTANTLY 





THOSE 
SAFEGUARDS 
HAD A 


GRAVITON 
BEAM 
EMITTER, 
DIDN'T 
THEY? 


THE INFORMATION 
WE HAVE IS INCOMPLETE. 
BUT THERE SHOULD BE 
SOME SETTLEMENTS: 


ARE THERE 
ANY OTHER 
AREAS IN 
THIS STRATUM 
WITH 


HUMANS? 





INTERIOR WAS 
MADE TO HOUSE 
HUMANS. IT 
IS VERY OLD, 
BUT STILL 
FUNCTIONAL. 


DEEPER IN 
THE STRATUM, 
BE VISIBLE Y cunoaca. 
FROM THIS STRUCTURE THAT 
AREA, ] FUNCTIONS 
INDEPENDENTLY 
J OF THE CITY. 


ITs 
FROM AN ERA 
WHEN HUMAN 

CONTACT 
WITH THE 
NETSPHERE 

WAS 

\, NORMAL, 





BESIDES, IF 
THEY DID HAVE 
FUNCTIONAL 
TERMINAL GENES, 
THEY WOULD 
ALREADY BE 
CONNECTED TO 
THE NETSPHERE 
THEMSELVES, 


HAVE YOU 

EVER BEEN 

INSIDE THE 
STRUCTURE? 





You DON'T 
KNOW... 
SO 1S THERE 
AWAY TO 
FIND OUT? 





BUT WE DO 
Not KNOW 
WHETHER THE 
NET TERMINAL 
GENES THEY 
HAD ARE STILL 





FROM A HUMAN WITH THE 
NET TERMINAL GENE... 
THE ADMINISTRATION 
CANNOT EXECUTE 
ACTIONS OF THAT SORT. 











HOWEVER... 
IT IS POSSIBLE 














WHICH WAY 
SHOULD 
WE GO, 

agoz 
































ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
MORE NERVE 
DAMAGE 
THAN JUST 
YOUR 
ARM? 








THEY'RE 
IN 


THERE. 





























ARE 
TDON'T \ Sf THERE ANY 
Now. But \ OTHERS WHO 
MANAGED 
To escape | ~/ 


THERE IS A 
PLACE WHERE 
LOTS OF 
PEOPLE ARE. 
BUT T HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO 
GO SINCE IT's 
DANGEROUS 
OUTSIDE, 















































oe 


| 
\\= kveu, I’m Ml 
=| BORROWING 
aN YOUR GUN. 




































































SERIOUSLY, 
POPS. TRY 








HERE'S OUT 





HAD TO 
RUN AFTER 
YOU. IN SUCH 
A HURRY T 
THREW MY 
BACK OUT. 


WELL, 
YOU CAN'T 
‘gust dump 

OUT LIKE 


\ THAT. 











GUYS ARE HEADED, 
BUT WHY DON'T YOU 
STOP OVER AT OUR 








SANAKAN  \ 
KNEW 

THE WAY, 
BuT We 

WOULDN'T 

HAVE MADE 

i WITHOUT 





so you 
WERE ON 
THE WAY TO 
‘OUR PLACE 

ANYHOW, 














LOG.13: END 


so 
| THAT'S YOUR 
SETTLEMENT 





147, 














IT's NOT 


sere. YOu | [i 

GOTTA STAY 

st wee wire THE 
S, 


NAME 
AGAIN? 








152 


TRY TO 
) GET ONAL 
AT THE SAME 














600D. 
LOOKS LIKE 
THEY DIDN'T 
FOLLOW 
US AFTER 
ALL 





your eun, 
TT PIERCED THE 
EXTERMINATORS! 
EXOSKELETONS, 
DO ALL OF YOU 
HAVE THESE? 


HAVE MANY 
LEeT THAT 
WORK. 





wHew! 
NOW THAT 
WE'RE ON 
BOARD, WE 
CAN TAKE A 
BREATHER. 


THANK YOU. 

B KYRII LOOKS 

OKAY FOR 
Now. 








WE'RE 
@LAp You 
GUYS ARE 
ALL RIGHT. 













TD NEVER 
SEEN SO 


SO IT'S THAT 
BAD OVER 
THERE. 


WELL, 
OF COURSE 
THEY 
WOULDN'T 
‘dust LET 




















IT LOOKS LIKE 
THE CENTRAL 
STRUCTURE 
AND THE 
SURROUNDING 
PARTS ARE 
MADE OF 
DIFFERENT 

MATERIAL, 




















LONs, Lone 
TIME AGO, THEY 
LIVED INSIDE 


TOHA HEAVY 
\ INpusTRIES. 





PLANTERS? 
NoBopy 
REMEMBERS Dip THEY 


PLANT 
WHAT THEY | sanase 


SO THEY 
STARTED 
LIVING 1N 

THESE 
LAYERED 

RESIDENTIAL 

SECTORS ALL 
AROUND 


AND THEN, 
NO MATTER 
WHAT THEY 
DID, THEY 
COULDN'T 
GET INSIDE 
AGAIN, 


GENERATIONS 
BEFORE Us, 
THEY CAME 
BACK OUT 

HERE, 
THOUGH, 








PEATE 


HARDLY 
ANY STAIRS 
WHERE YOU 


























THAT 


must've 





BEEN 


TouGH! 

ARE YOU 

ALL RIGHT 
2 

















trsnot \ 


FROM THE 
SAFEGUARDS! 
TM Fine! 


























SORRY TO 
BOTHER YOU 
AT A TIME LIKE 
THIS, BUT THERE'S 
SOMETHING WE 


REALLY WANT 
You TO See, 
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IS THERE 
ANYONE: 
HERE WHO 
HAS THE NET 
TERMINAL 
GENE? 


CANT 
ASK YOU A 
QUESTION 

2 


IT's BEEN 
AGES SINCE 
HUMANS HAD 





‘COURSE 


























WE THINK IT 
BUT WE MIGHT BE THE 
DON'T 
WAY INTO 
KNOW HOW 
Hen TOA HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES, 


IT. 


We 
HAVEN'T 
TOUCHED 
ITIN 
DECADES. 








THERE ARE 
LETTERS 
ON IT. 
CAN You 
MAKE IT 
our 









“BREAK THE “IN CASE OF 









CENTRAL EMERGENCY, 
PROTECTIVE THE SHAFT 
COVER AND CAN BE 

PULL OUT THE MANUALLY 

CONTROL OPERATED, 







ROD..." 














LOG.1U:::eno 


























THAT'S | 
WHAT THE 
SKINSUIT 15 


5 


























TRACES OF 
INFECTION 
IN THE 
IRISES2! 


STILL FEEL 
UNWELL2 


you 
DON'T HAVE 
THE NET 
TERMINAL 
GENE... 


BR WRONG, 
MISTER? 

















UNDERSTAND 
WHAT THE 
DISPLAY 




































































THERE 
MUST BE MANY 
MORE SPACES 
LIKE THIS... 


IUDGING 
BY TOHA'S. 
CYLINDRICAL 
STRUCTURE 
SEEN FROM 
THE 


WHAT 
THE HELL? 
THERE'S 
NOTHIN’ 
HERE. 








zurul! 


By 
28 
aE 
o 

80 
ee 


i 
& 
g 


a8 
ge 
a8 
#3 


ze 
a3 
a2 
S 
2 





RIGHT? AND 
THERE ARE 


STILL A TON 
orem 














WE STILL 
Don't KNOW 
WHETHER 
THERE ARE 
PEOPLE IN IT, 


ENORMOUS 
INSIDE, 








Ie YOU CAN 
WALK THAT 
MUCH, YOU'RE 
JUST FING. AF 


you're uP 
AND ABOLIT 


THERE ANY 
HUMANS 
INSIDE? 











TOMORROW 
YOU SHOULD WE'LL GO 
STAY AND GET BACK IN WITH 
SOME MORE A BIGGER 

Rest. PARTY. 











ANYWAY, \ 
THIS IS 


AS SOON AS 
WE FIND A 
6000 SPOT, 
WE CAN MOVE 
1N THERE. 








‘IF WE CAN GET 
INTO TOHA HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES WE 
WON'T HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
THEM SAPEGLIARDS 
NO MORE. 




















THE ILLEGAL 
RESIDENTS 
WHO DO NOT 
POSSESS THE 


NET TERMINAL f, 


\/WE THE 
SAFEGUARDS 
WILL NOW 
REMOVE YOU, I 




















LOG.15:::eno 





HIT TOHA, 
"| ¢ YOUR GUN 
ITLL cause YO. 

















UT Vane 




































































































































































DON'T BE SO 
SURE. LET'S 
SHOOT THE 
HEAD WITH 
EVERYTHING 
WE'VE GOT 


























OTHER fi 
THAN YOUR 
FUNCTIONS 


WERE 
STORED? 








LOG.16:::eno 














UTA 


Pops!! 
WE SHOULD 


» BE ABLE 
} ip TO GET 
" \9W)) TO sAreTY 


THis way!! 


DOING? 
COME 




















IT ONLY 
CAME TO 
PUT OUT THE 
FIRES AND 
REPAIR THE 
i; BUILDINGS. 








you 
NEVER TOLD 
Me YOU 


COULD DO 
THAT. 


























vey. 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING 





THEY WILL 
BE BACK TO 
ATTACK THIS 
SETTLEMENT | 

AGAIN. 


I'VE 
ONLY RUN INTO 
EXTERMINATORS. 

NEVER SEEN A 
HIGH-LEVEL 
SAFEGUARD 

LIKE THAT 
BEFORE... 





POPS, THERE'S MOST OF THE 


NOWAYWECAN — ecteo-FisHERs 
DEFEND AGAINST «Deo THAT 


ANOTHER ASSAULT JUST 


60 AND 
TELL EVERYONE. 
AS SOON AS 
WE'RE READY, WE 
WILL EVACUATE 
TO TOHA HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES. 








THEY SAY THAT 
LONG AGO, WITH 
THESE THINGS, 
PEOPLE'S SKILLS 


BROUGHT 
tuese vavs, \ XS THE BODIES 
THIS IS THE —e BACK 


BEST WE CAN TO MAKE 


THESE. 





ANYWAY, 
DOING THIS IS 
IMPORTANT 


But 
IF We JUST 
PRESERVE 
THEM, MAYBE 
SOMEDAY 
THEY CAN BE 
REVIVED. 











CAN WE GET 
TO THE 
ENTRANCE 






No 
6OOD... 
IT'S STILL 





CAN'T GET 





‘ \ r1's Not Gonna 

woRK, PoPS!! 

ALL THESE FALLEN 

BUILDINGS ARE 

ta \ BLOCKING THE 

a we ‘vere NO 

sy WAY THROUGH! 
al 
















KyRIl, 
BO YOU THINK 
YOU CAN GET 
THAT BUILDER 
10 DO some- 
TuINe? 


we 

KNOW OF A 
FEW MORE, BUT 
EVEN THE NEXT 
CLOSEST ONE 

1S SEVERAL 
KILOMETERS 
FROM HERE. 


WE'VE GOT 
WOUNDED, 
WE'RE CARVING 
‘OUR STUFF... 
WE CAN'T MAKE 

IT THAT FAR. 


IS THAT 
THE ONLY 
ENTRANCE TO 
TOHA HEAVY 
INDUSTRIES 
2 





IT'S ALREADY 
STARTED THE 
DEMOLITION WORK. 
BUT IT NEEDS 
ANOTHER 2,160 
HOURS BEFORE 
IT'S DONE. 


A BUILDER 
THAT SIZE 








261 


TLL 6O 
AND GET 
BIGGER 
ONES, 


I.CAN GET 
THERE IN 
NO Time IE 
T TAKE THE 
RAILCAR. 





KYRIL. 
TEACH 
ME THE 
BUILDERS’ 
LANGUAGE 
MATRIX. 


Wins. CRO, 
<] YOU'RE NOT 
THINKIN’ OF 

<<] GOING OVER 
THERE, ARE 


















WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, 
f) miss cigo?! 

WR you're 

BLEEDING!! 


ICAN 


READ THE 
BUILDERS! 
SIGNALS... 








MISS CIBO, 
WAIT! THIS 
ONE'LL GO 
WITH You!! 








GONNA BRING 
BUILDERS, RIGHT? 
THE BIGGEST 
RAILCAR IS 
THIS WAY. 
Let's Gol! 








WE'RE UP WHAT DOES THIS 
AGAINST GUY THINK HELL 
SAFEGUARDS DO WITH SUCH 


A TINY WEAPON? 



















































































wart! 
SHE'S THE ONE 
CONTROLLING 
THAT BUILDER! 
SOON SHE'LL HAVE IT 
CLEAR THE ENTRANCE 
INTO TOHAl! 
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RB 
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EVER SINCE 
























































SAFEGLARD 
WILL BE 
REVOKED. 














REGISTRA- 
TION... 
WHAT ARE 
you 
TALKING 
ABOUT?! 





WE 
WILL NOW 
DISPOSE 
OF YOU. 
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PERSONALITY HAS 
BECOME A DIGITAL I 


ENTITY AND HAS 
MANIFESTED HERE. 
THIS MAY BE DUE 
TO YOUR DATA 
LINK WITH THE 
ONE CALLED 


THIS 
IS ONE OF THE 
BACKUP WORLDS 
CONNECTING 
THE NETSPHERE 
AND THE BASE 
REALITY. 





OH, RIGHT 


THE 
SAFEGUARDS 


THE 
INFORMATION 
RECORDED IN 

YOUR BRAIN WAS 





BUT THERE 
1S STILL TIME, 


MEUM OF THE 
BACKUP WORLD 
ALTERS YOUR your 
BRAIN IN THE 
BASE REALITY 


WILL CEASE 
TO FUNCTION IN 
A FEW NANO- 
SECONDS, 


AND IN HERE, 
THERE IS A WAY 
TO STOP THE 
SAFEGUARDS. 














ouR 


ACTIONS ARE V7 Jaa 8 oo 
HAMPERED 
BY ACCESS 
RESTRICTIONS. 
We WILL 
NEED YOUR f z ! 
Help, | 
fe ! 
a muss tHe \ 
d ‘TRANSPORTER 
THAT THE | 
SAFEGUARDS 
| ARE CURRENTLY 
{ “using 10 | 
\ ATTACK 
uw \ vou. 





RIGHT 
IF ANY BY Now, THis 

OUTSIDE DATA, TRANSPORTER WHAT 
LIKE YOu, WERE 1S OPERATING 

TO CONNECT, IT NEAR THE mee I 

woulp LIKELY Limit OF ITS ? 
CAUSE A SYSTEM / MA PROCESSING 

OVERLOAD. 


BUT... 
THERE WILL 
Re some 
EFFECT ON 
THE ONE 
CONNECTING, 





ru 
DIE ANYWAY 
AS SOON AS 
TRETURN TO 
THE BASE 
REALITY, SO 























































































































THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
TWANT TO 
ASK YOU. 


‘IT APPEARS TO 
BE WORKING, 
BUT IT IS NOT 
FINISHED YET. 
KEEP GOING, 






































EMISSARY OF 
THE SYSTEM. 


uf 
S& 
io 
Bul: 
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Sa 
fs 
é 


















































































































































































































































WAS MEAN 
EVERYONE 
WENT IN 
WITHOUT 

















LOG.20:::eno 
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-. GORE EXPOSED: 


Ina naan ee ene ne Meee eee 
the obliteration of the solar system. The massive, nearly 
indestructible, yet barely sentient alien life forms that destroyed 


UU OTR Reece Secs renee ence 





Nagate Tanikaze has only known life in the vessel's bowels 
deep below the sparkling strata where humans have achieved 
nd 


Peeicomuer sent nea Nestea eens) 





from the Underground, however, the youth is bequeathed a 
treasured legacy by the spaceship’s ‘coolheaded female captain. * 


Meticulously drawn, peppered with clipped humor, but also 
Bre aero eee Retention ete CET 


Fee Ng a cnr ce Ne eC era 





Reece em eet 





fen as it hits notes of tragic grandeur 
Poe cats oe anc nate 


“One of Knights of Sidonia’s chief strengths is that it doesn't 
bog down the intrigue of its world with too much unnecessary, 
bloated dialogue... Irs definitely a solid pick-up for Vertical; 


there's not really anything else in their catalog like it, Dig into 





the first volume and see if Nihei’s gorgeously depicted wreck 





of a scifi future doesn’t secure an immediately tight grip. 
— Otaku USA 


“Knights of Sidania is off to a solid start with its first volume 
All in all its a promising and entertaining offering and one 
ere rere enter ns 


irre ierete nna 





ea a arse 
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